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EDUCATION 
 
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA  
Doctor of Juridical Science (S.J.D.), May 2011 
 
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA 
Master of Laws (LL.M.), June 2003 
 
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), Mexico City, Mexico 
Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.), graduated with honors, December 2000  
 
 
EXPERIENCE 
 
Sierra Club                                                                                         April 2014 - January 2020; July 2020 - present 
Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Program  

● Led Sierra Club’s legal work on corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) and greenhouse gas standards for 
light- and heavy-duty vehicles. Drafted legal comments on proposed rule; assisted with litigation regarding final 
rule. Litigated EPA’s reconsideration of its mid-term review of the current light-duty standards. Won challenge 
to NHTSA’s delay of applicability of civil penalties for violation of CAFE standards. 

● Litigated motion to stay and petition for review of the Clean Power Plan as intervenor in support of EPA. 
Drafted technical and legal comments on proposed Clean Power Plan, federal plan and model trading rules, 
Clean Energy Incentive Program, and state implementation plans.   

● Advised Sierra Club on legal and policy implications of the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Climate 
Agreement. 

● Co-authored Sierra Club’s guidance on carbon pricing, approved by the organization’s Board of Directors.  
● Provided expert advice to state teams on carbon pricing policies and adoption of California standards. 
● Led legal and policy work on environmental justice in climate policies; drafted comments on EPA’s EJ 2020 

strategy; authored Sierra Club guidance documents on environmental justice and equity. 
● Led legal work in connection with hurricane relief and recovery efforts in Puerto Rico after Maria storm. 
● Led Beyond Coal Campaign’s work in Latin America, providing legal and policy advice to non-profit groups 

challenging the coal industry and advocating for carbon pricing policies in several countries. 
● Chaired GreenLatinos’ Working Group on Climate Change (2016-2018), an alliance of green groups, 

environmental justice, and social justice organizations advocating for strong climate and air rules that benefit 
Latino communities. 

 
Coalition for Green Capital                                                                            January 2020 - July 2020 
General Counsel 

● Reviewed proposed elements of the proposed National Climate Bank Act. Researched and evaluated relevant 
statutes and regulations, and provided input on proposed legislation. 

● Monitored lobbying reporting and limitations for the nonprofit organization.  
● Developed key policy elements of a program that would use the Climate Bank to buy-out coal power plants. 
● Assisted with coalition-building with environmental, environmental justice, and labor groups. 
● Managed the nonprofit organization’s legal affairs, including human resources and employment law issues. 
● Provided guidance on CARES Act relief to Coalition for Green Capital and American Green Bank Consortium. 

 
American University Washington College of Law                                      January 2017 - May 2018 
Adjunct Professor 

● Taught “Advanced Energy Law,” with a focus on climate change regulations, renewable energy, and energy 
efficiency. 
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The World Bank, Legal Vice Presidency                                                     September 2012 – April 2014 
Associate Counsel, Finance, Private Sector Development, and Infrastructure  

● Prepared comments to draft power purchase agreements for solar energy project in Morocco and natural gas 
project in Senegal; reviewed RFP and draft project agreements for coal project in Kosovo. 

● Prepared comments to client countries’ proposed legislation, including a bill to create a national infrastructure 
fund in Paraguay and omnibus industry law in Indonesia. 

● Drafted memoranda on private sector-related legal issues raised in World Bank’s internal policy documents, 
including on the application of Bank policies on environmental impact review to technical assistance projects, 
and on Bank’s support for public-private partnership (PPP) projects in the water, energy, and 
telecommunications sectors. 

● Prepared reports and toolkits on rural water supply PPPs, airport privatization, natural gas industry PPPs, and 
corporate governance of state-owned enterprises, with an emphasis on oil companies. 

 
Morrison & Foerster LLP, San Francisco, CA                                       April 2010 - September 2012 
Associate, Environment & Energy  

● Prepared memoranda on various issues of federal and California environmental and energy law, including 
public trust doctrine, IUU fishing, endangered species, coastal zone management plans and sea level rise, 
environmental impact review, and large generator interconnection procedures for solar projects. 

● Prepared legal memoranda and persuasive letters on federal airport law issues, including rates and charges 
and revenue diversion in connection with fuel supply leases, arrangements for fuel supply provision at major 
hub airports, guidelines for solar energy development, and lease and use agreements. 

● Supported senior attorneys in the drafting and negotiation of lease and use, and concession agreements in a 
major airport privatization transaction in the United States; assisted in the review of related agreements in 
connection with a bid for the concession of three large airports in Brazil. 

● Represented The Nature Conservancy in connection with a carbon project in an Amazonian national park and 
a land conservation project in northern Kenya. 

 
World Water Assessment Programme, UNESCO, Paris, France                July 2005 - December 2005 
Research Intern 

● Co-authored chapter of the World Water Development Report 2 (on water pricing and public-private 
partnerships in water supply and sanitation), presented in the 4th World Water Forum.  

 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA                                                                 November 2003- July 2004  
Research Fellow, Program on Energy and Sustainable Development 

● Prepared study on economic, legal, and political issues affecting private investment in independent power 
production projects in Mexico. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

● Statutory Framework Underlying Exxon Investigations by the Attorneys General of New York and 
Massachusetts (with Joanne Spalding), in American Bar Association, Section of Environment, Energy, and 
Resources, Vol. 13, No. 3 - August 2017. 

● “Is the Public Trust a Viable Mechanism to Regulate Climate Change?” (with Edgar Washburn), NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT, Volume 27, Issue 2 (American Bar Association, 2012). 

● “Riding the Wave: Confronting Jurisdictional and Regulatory Barriers to Ocean Energy Development” (with 
Danielle Murray, Christopher Carr and Jennifer Jeffers), 5 GOLDEN GATE UNIV. ENVTL. L. J. (2011). 

● “Valuing and Charging for Water” (with Deanna Donovan), in WATER: A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY. THE UNITED 
NATIONS WORLD WATER DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2, Chapter 12, United Nations’ World Water Assessment 
Programme, March 2006). 

 
VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 
 
Volunteer Board Member, Clean Energy Credit Union (appointed on October 26, 2020). 




